
Observations on the " Code."
New York, Oct. 31, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\The"Code" is noble, a law irrevocable,
supreme wherever the doctor wends his way, ruling an army
of learned and cultured men. Its genesis is lost in antiquity.
It is noble, but not more so than the unified profession whose
ethics it formulates, failing only in so far as those whom it
would govern are human, and to be human is to fail as well as
to succeed. The " Sermon on the Mount " has been attacked,
so has the Code. It has been said that a gentleman requires
no "rule of conduct;" true, but all are not gentlemen, and so

there is need for the rule of ethics as there is need for the
"Sermon ;" neither will be too old until the time has come when
every man does unto his neighbor as he would be done by.
However, it is not our purpose to defend ; it is not necessary.
Those who as yet are breasting the current, struggling where

the rocks are jagged, where the eddies swirl, fain to reach the
placid waters beyond, the status of the successful practitioner
of merits proved with laurels won ; these are the ones who
find it most difficult to correlate conduct with the exactions of
the "Code."
When one by one the runge of the ladder of fame have been

courageously reached and passed, and there ie an infinity
between the firet and the laet, then it is that the individual ie
beet adapted to the "Code." Now, a position is occupied so

lofty as to be everywhere easily observed. A chance misstep
and the labor of years is all for naught; and again, one now
comes to love the "Code," to realize ite juetice, to acknowl¬
edge the verity of the principles on which it is founded. These
things hold such an one in loyal and constant obedience to the
ethics of "our profession."
But in what manner do ite provisions apply to those for

whom the top of the ladder is yet a weary climb? They more

frequently fail, and the reasons are manifold. Entering on the
practice of a profession already overcrowded, finding compe¬
tition keen and uncharitable in the struggle for euetenance,
they eee apparently well-founded cause for eometimee diere-
garding the mandatée of a Code which, did they but know,
would prove their best, most eteadfaet friend. In these daye
of newer economice and rapidly changing ideae, it ie difficult
to get the younger men to properly regard principles of conduct
which some are pleased to term "idealistic" and "notappli¬
cable to the times." They forget that the " Code " was made
for one and all, makes the weak the equal of the strong, elim¬
inates mediocre competition, ie the cryetallized wiedom of the
army that has gone before ; that it never grows old, for, like
the drama of Shakspeare, it is founded upon a truthful inter¬
pretation of human nature, in which there is little change
from Galen's time till now. Even those most prone to break
the rule can not but acknowledge its high place.
Our profeeeion ie everywhere banded into groups whose

object and duty it is to have a proper regard for the general
welfare, and to enforce the principles which we know are for
the good of all. If an erring brother filches from you your
purse, or what means the same, illegitimately deprives you of
a patient, do not overlook the action, grow cynical, sneer at
the "Code," but rather place the circumstances before the
properly constituted society. Then the erring brother will be
called upon to walk the "straight and narrow path," and if
he chooses not to do so will be branded for what he is. Patient
endurance under such circumstances makes he who endures a
party to a course of action which, if prevalent, would under¬
mine the very foundations of the profeeeion. So take heed ;
for upon you who have the way before you much ie depending,
and let it not again be said that four young physiciane of New
York City succeesively bid for an expected accouchement, the
fourth and successful bidder agreeing to take the case for $5.

E. S. B.

Homeopathy vs. Rational Practice.
La Porte, Ind., Oct. 22, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\YesterdayI received from my publishers,
the W. T. Keener Company, the Journal for September 25,
on pp. 661-2 of which is notice of my little book "Principles of
Medicine." Will you permit me to correct the erroneous im-
pression which the closing words of that notice are likely to
have made upon your readers? The writer quotes me as fol-
lows : "'It is perfectly well known that a very large majority
of us homeopathists do not repudiate practices which we think
useful, although they are not instances of homeopathy.'" The
quotation is (substantially) correct, but his interpretation of it
is misleading when he continues : "In other words, according
to our author, whatever he is satisfied cures the patient is
homeopathy." Look again at his quotation from me : We "do
not repudiate practices which we think useful, although they
are not instances of homeopathy." Does that bear the interpre-
tation that he has put upon it?
I have great confidence in the utility of so defining the cure

sought in any given practice of homeopathy as to distinguish
that cure from any sought in rational practice, and in the util¬
ity of discussing homeopathy as a matter of opinion.

Very sincerely, Chas. L. Mack, M.D.

A Misrepresentation.
Chicago, Nov. 8, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\InLeaves of Healing, dated Oct. 30, 1897,
edited by Mr. J. A. Dowie, copies of which have been liberally
distributed to Chicago physicians and others, appears the fol-
lowing in the guise of an alleged quotation from a paper read
by myself to the Sunset Club :

"The doctors of Chicago are divisible into three classes, thefirst are liars, the second are damned liars, and the third are
experts and they are the biggest liars of all."
At the meeting of the Sunset Club March 1, 1894, I read a

paper on "Expert Testimony," in which occurs the following
passage (official report, p. 3) : "But closer familiarity with the
practical workings of the system reveals a still more serious
flaw, one which has given rise to the time-honored epigram
thatwitnesses may be divided into three classes : liars, damned
liars and experts. Instances of deliberate lying by expert wit-
nesses are not unknown ; our real-estate friends furnish espe¬
cially brilliant examples."
A comparison of these two quotations renders comment

unneceeeary. William T. Belfield, M.D.

Edema Universalis(?)\p=m-\Varia.
Detroit, Mich., Nov. 5, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\A year or so ago I was called to see a baby
three months old having pronounced edema of the extremities,
anasarca of the scrotum and a general puffiness of the eyelids,
face, etc. The urine on chemic and microscopic examination
showed no abnormality to account for the affection. Heart
and lungs normal.
Recently Dr. Steinbrecher of this city, in his regular family

practice, saw a somewhat similar case, save that there was no
anasarca of the scrotum. Heart and kidneys were normal in
this case also.
In the literature at my command, containing the most

recent and voluminous reference works, I fail to find a descrip-
tion of a similar condition and would therefore ask you whether
or not I am justified in calling it edema universalis?
I approve of your continued efforts to establish a department

of health. Such an organization would put the medical pro-
fession at once on a higher scale, at leaet eo far as the respect
from the people is concerned. It would aleo lead to a uni¬
formity of health lawe for each State and Territory of the
United States and possibly also uniformity in the licensing of
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physicians, eo that one examination should entitle an M.D. to
practice throughout the union.
I could in addition to this say a good many flattering things

for the Journal, having eeen it improve and progreee since my
arrival in this country, but shall not do so at present save that
I wieh to euetain you in your position in regard to the newer

orthography.
When in Germany some time ago a new orthography was

submitted to the Secretary of Education, the number of oppo¬
nents was immense. But today, in spite of them, German is
written more rationally—such words as todt being spelled tot;
roth, rot; muth, mut; etc.
In this connection I wish to say that in my humble opinion

we affix our title M. D. to the wrong side of our names. The
old Austrian style of putting the abbreviations "Med. Dr."
before our names seems to me the correct one, and unless you
object to it would like to see my signature put that way.

Respectfully, Med. Dr. Gustavus M. Blech.

The Cure for Dipsomania?
Midland, Tex., Nov. 4, 1897.

To the Editor:\p=m-\Willyou be kind enough to inform me how
I can procure the formula for the so-called "tonic" that is used
by parties in giving the "whisky treatment?" Can you refer
me to any issue of the Journal or other medical publication
containing it? W. K. Curtis, M.D.

PUBLIC HEALTH.
A Preliminary Course of Training for Ship Doctors is being organ¬

ized at Hamburg which will be required of applicants in
future. Italy requires proof of a certain knowledge of hygiene
and two years' practice, and in Prance applicants have to
pass a special examination in epidemiology and sanitation.

A Possible Explanation. Beriberi is said to be particularly
prevalent in the Dutch Indiee. Dr. Eykmann made an

important discovery in the prison of Sourbaya. While on July
1, 1896, 99 prisoners out of 800 had been caught by the dis¬
ease, this ratio fell gradually from 84 to 13 during the next
month when the prisoners received Sumatra rice instead of
Saigun rice.

A Pernicious Fever, presumed to be of malarial origin and said
to be more deadly than cholera, ie ravaging Fashkand, a city
in Central Asia, situated in a fertile plain. Numerous gar¬
dens and vineyards are interspersed among the mud-built and
reed-thatched houses. The fever has raged there for four
years and leaves the survivors unfit for work. The disease
is spreading throughout Russian Turkestan and Merv.

Sanatoria for Consumptives.- Profeeeor Leyden considers it
the duty of society to provide sanitoria where patients can

be sent in the early stages and restored cured to their fam¬
ilies. One-third are cured and one-third show marked im¬
provement in the sanatoria already established and it is
merely a question of increasing the number and bringing
them within the reach of the middle and lower classes. He
statee that the fact ie established that pure air is the chief
essential and that this can be obtained in the country where
the patient habitually resides, disproving the necessity of
sending him to a distance and avoiding the dangers of a

return from a warm to a colder climate. The King of Sweden
has given the 2,200,000 kroner presented to him on his twenty-
fifth jubilee to found sanatoria for phthisics in Sweden.
Prophylactic Hygienic Measures in Barber Shops. The Paris

authorities have distributed a circular among the barbers
and hair dressers of that city containing directions for disin¬
fecting their instrumente, etc. It recommende that metal
combs be eubstituted for ivory, etc., and that they should be

immersed in boiling soapy water immediately after being used,
while the razors, brushes, sciseors, etc., should be placed for
half an hour in an oven heated to 100 degrees C. or in an air¬
tight box over a solution of 50 grams of formic aldehyde and
200 grams of salt. Rice powder should be applied with a
dry spray or bellowe. The hande should be washed with
soap before passing to another client and the floor sprinkled
with moiet sand when cutting hair, which should be swept up
at once and all burned together at the close of the day.—Revue
Médicale, October 20.

Value of Street Sweepings, Garbage and Sewage.—The Secretary
of Agriculture has authorized an investigation of the extent of
the use of these materials as fertilizers in this country, the
results that have attended their use and the best method of
applying them to the soil. It is a well-established fact that
where sewage must be turned into a stream it is better that it
first be allowed to percolate through a layer of soil, the soil
being either a specially prepared filter bed or only an ordinary
farm, with or without underdrainage. Opinions ae to the
extent of the danger of disseminating pathogenic organisms
among men and animals by the use of sewage for the irrigation
of field and garden crops will be of value to the Department.
Knowledge of any evidence of the spreading of diseasee in this
manner and date concerning published reports of such may be
forwarded to H. W. Riley, U. S. Department of Agriculture,
Division of Chemistry, Washington, D. C.

A New Sanitarium for Incurables In New York.—Buildings are

being erected in Forestburg, N. Y., by the Sisters of St. Domi-
nick tobe used as a sanitarium during the summer season for
patients from St. Catherine's Hospital, Williamsburg, Long
Island, and as a permanent home for incurables. The site is
1,947 feet above the sea level. Patients in the first and second
stages of phthisis will be received in order that they may have
the benefit of the high altitude. The estate covers an area of
1,173 acres and the various buildings are eeparated from each
other by a dietance of from 1,000 to 3,000 feet. The architec¬
ture ie of medieval monastic style and the buildings will be
provided with all modern improvements, heated by steam aad
lighted by electricity. When completed the eetabliehment
will be the largest of its kind in the United States.—Medical
News, October 23.

An Antitoxin Circular of a State Board of Health.—The Massachu¬
setts State Board of Health has found it necessary to remind
physicians of the reciprocal duties they are expected to per¬
form in return for the furnishing of antitoxin facilities for the
bactériologie diagnosis of diphtheria, etc., by that body. In a
circular recently issued they are reminded that the antitoxin
is furnished gratuitously, to be used in the cases of persons
unable to pay for it, and on condition that a deecription of the
caee and the effect of the remedy be furnished the Board of
Health in return. The State Board of Health will withhold
future supplies of antitoxin from local boards which fail to
eecure compliance with thie rule. Care in the storage and
distribution of antitoxin are also enjoined upon the local
board, and instructions in the use of the diphtheria culture
tubes are given. With regard to the examination of sputum,
the State Board will receive for examination only specimens
forwarded in the receptacles furnished by the board. Leaky
receptacles endanger all persons who handle them. Material
sent by mail will be rejected. Cover-glasses for the examina¬
tion of blood with reference to malarial infection, with instruc¬
tions for their use, will be sent on application, to any part of
the State. Examinations of cultures, sputum, etc., will be
made gratuitously by the Board's pathologist, if the condi¬
tions of transmission are complied with, and not otherwise.

New Argentine Law in Regard to the Sale of Medicines_The Con¬
greso of the Argentine Republic ie expected to pass a law
creating a national board of health (or Department of Public
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